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What’s on

CROWSNEST PASS HERITAGE INVENTORY PROJECT JULY 22ND.
On Monday, July 22, the Municipality of Crowsnest Pass and the Municipal Historic Resources Board will be holding its Second Open House for the Heritage Inventory Project from
2 to 8 PM at the Coleman Senior’s Drop – In Centre located at 7805 – 18th Avenue in historic
downtown Coleman.
Property owners and members of the general public are invited to review progress made on
the Municipality of Crowsnest Pass Phase 1 Heritage Inventory Project (Coleman Region)
which is concentrating on evaluating historic and heritage commercial, institutional, and residential properties in Coleman and the western region. Additional phases in the upcoming
couple of years will focus on Blairmore, Bellevue, Frank and Hillcrest.
Coleman’s Context Paper, the heritage surveys and draft Statements of Significance will be
available. Members of the Municipal Heritage Board, and the consultants from CDS Inc. who
prepared the surveys and SoSs, will be present to answer any questions regarding the Project, the municipal designation process, or other elements about conserving and preserving
heritage properties. In addition, your input in reviewing the material is very important to ensure accuracy of content, so please plan to attend.

For further details please contact Glen Snelgrove, Secretary, Crowsnest Pass Municpal Historic Resources Board at (403) 394-6040 glen@muniserve.ca , or Merinda Conley of Community Design Strategies Inc. at (403) 277-1117 cds.inc@telus.net .
PROJECT PROGRESS
In April 2013, the Municipality of Crowsnest Pass launched its Phase 1 (Coleman Region) Heritage Inventory Project.
Public input at the first Open House held on April 10th assisted members of the Municipal Historic Rsources Board and our heritage consultants from Community
Design Strategies Inc. (CDS Inc.) to identify 40 properties that appear to have potential heritage/historic significance and have been compiled into a Places of Interest List (POIL).
The Coleman Context Paper and heritage surveys for several of these properties have been completed. Draft Statements of Significance (SoS) that describe their
historical significance of these properties have been prepared.

CROWSNEST PASS DOORS OPEN AND HERITAGE FESTIVAL
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Thursday, August 1st - Monday, August 5th.
The Crowsnest Pass will hold its 8th annual Doors Open and Heritage Festival. Join other groups, local residents and businesses
as they offer free Doors Open activities throughout the Pass. Guided hikes, garden tours, cemetery tours and heritage building
tours will all be a part of the celebration. The Heritage Festival also includes special presentations at the Frank Slide Interpretive
Centre, the Bellevue Underground Mine and the Crowsnest Museum. Visit:

www.cnpheritagefest.com

THE CROWSNEST MUSEUM

7701 18th Ave. Coleman. 403-563-5434

Open : 7 days a week from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm.
As well as exhibits on coal mining in the Crowsnest Pass, there are galleries on Pass life in the early 1900s, natural history, the
military, and on Emperor Pic and rum-running. There is a gift shop near the entrance. For tours and educational programs: Contact: cnmuseum@shaw.ca.
Adults $10, Seniors (65+) $8, Youth (6-16) $6, Under 6 free, Families $24.
There will be many special events at the Museum during the Crowsnest Pass Doors Open Heritage Festival. Please refer to the schedule on the previous page or go
to www.cnpheritagefest.com

for more information.

Harvest of Memories Fall Festival: Saturday, September 28th, 6 pm.
The Crowsnest Historical Society will be holding it’s “Harvest of Memories Fall Festival” fundraising event at the Blairmore Elk’s Hall (corner of 20th Ave. and
129th Street).This not-to-be-missed event supports the continued operation of the Crowsnest Museum and Archives.It is the largest annual fundraiser for the
Crowsnest Museum. So, celebrate Crowsnest history and help preserve your unique past by attending this amazing night.
Single tickets are $40, couple tickets are $75 and tables (8 places) are $280.
A ticket order form can be found on the last page of this newsletter.

BELLEVUE UNDERGROUND MINE

21814 28th Avenue Bellevue, AB T0K 0C0 (403) 564-4700

Don a hard-hat and light and come on a tour of the historic coal mine.
Admission Adults $14, Seniors (65+) $13, Youth (6-17) $8, Under 5 free, Families $38. To enquire about Pre-Booked Tours (15-25
people, one person pays for the group), please contact the Mine.

There will be many special events at the Museum during the Crowsnest Pass Doors Open Heritage Festival. Please refer to the
schedule on the previous page or go to www.cnpheritagefest.com

for more information.

Hwy 3 Crowsnest Pass 403-562-7388

THE FRANK SLIDE CENTRE

The Frank Slide Interpretive Centre highlights the rich heritage of the Crowsnest Pass amid the breathtaking beauty of the Canadian Rockies. The Centre is open all year and visitors will be greeted by friendly, knowledgeable staff who will share the fascinating
stories of the Frank Slide through dynamic interpretive programs and presentations. State-of-the-art interactive displays and exhibits
throughout the Centre focus on the infamous Frank Slide of 1903 - Canada’s deadliest rockslide The Frank Slide Interpretive Centre
is open year round 10:00 am to 5:00 pm . Adults $10, Seniors (65+) $8, Youth (7-17) $5, Under 7 free, Families $22. The Centre
will be closed on Dec. 24th, 25th, and Jan. 1st.
There will be many special events at the Museum during the Crowsnest Pass Doors Open Heritage Festival. Please refer to the
schedule on the previous page or go to www.cnpheritagefest.com

KOOTENAI BROWN MUSEUM

for more information.
1037 Bev McLachlin Dr., Pincher Creek. 403-627-3684

Established in 1966, the Museum consists of 19 buildings housing over 18,000 artifacts from southern Alberta. The legendary
George “Kootenai” Brown lived in southern Alberta and his cabin and some of his possessions form part of the Museum’s exhibits.
Kootenai Brown is open to the public daily from 9 am to 4 pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday through the winter season,
Adults $10, Seniors (65+) $7, Youth (7-17) $7, Under 7 free, Families $25

PIONEER FARMERS’ MARKET (Museum grounds)
Fridays, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm June 7th - October 18th.
A variety of vendors will be showing their wares every Friday. You can find everything from plants, meat, poultry, eggs, produce, baking, jewelry, and handicrafts
and so much more.

491 Victoria Ave. (2nd Ave.), Fernie, BC 250-423-7016

FERNIE MUSEUM

The Fernie Museum & Visitor Information Centre is located in one of Fernie's distinctive heritage buildings at 491 2nd Ave.
The building itself, an important example of Fernie's rich history, boasts a main floor exhibit hall with the visitor info centre, as
well as a lovely Museum Gallery on the 2nd floor. Public washrooms are available on each floor.

HEAD-SMASHED-IN (UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE)

Hwy 785 403-553-2731

Along with its displays, the interpretive centre has audio-visual presentations, a cafeteria featuring bison burgers, a gift shop
filled with First Nations handicrafts, and hosts tour groups and runs educational programs. Open daily 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Contact: info@head-smashed-in.com. Admission: Adults $10, Seniors (65+) $8, Youth (7-17) $5, Under 7 free, Families $22.
HIKE TO THE DRIVE LANES: First Saturday of each month, May through October.
11 am - 3 pm. Bring a lunch. Phone to book. Blackfoot guides will lead these hikes. Next hikes: August 4th, September 1st and October 6th..

BOMBER COMMAND OF CANADA

1729 21st Ave. (Hwy 2 S) Nanton 403-646-2270

The Museum is open: April 16 to October 15 (every day 9 am—5 pm) October 16 to April 15 (weekends only 10 am—4 pm.)
Phone to arrange visits at other times
Lancaster Merlin Engine Run-ups



Aug. 5th, Sat. 2 pm



Aug. 24th, Sat. 11 am—2 pm



Sep. 21st, Sat. 11 am—2 pm

FORT WHOOP-UP NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Please confirm engine run-ups and their times by visiting the web
site before the event: http://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca.
The Museum needs surplus parts. Look here to see if you can donate: http://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/nlsneedssurplus.html.

Lethbridge, off Whoop-Up Drive. 403-329-0444

Fort Whoop-Up existed before there was an Alberta or Mounties; it was a notorious frontier trading post. It lies nestled in the
coulees of Indian Battle Park, near the Oldman River. It all started in 1869, when American fur traders brought a wagon train of
whiskey and other trade goods north. They established a stockade, later known as Fort Whoop Up, and made a ton of profit
before the Mounties showed up to rein in the whiskey business. Today, the fort still trades with the aboriginal Blackfoot tribes of
Southern Alberta, supplying many ceremonial goods, hides, sweetgrass, and other items.
The Fort is open June 1st - Sept. 30th, Wednesday to Monday (closed Tuesdays) from 10:00 am - 5:00 pm; October, Wednesday to Saturday, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm; November to March, Saturday and Sunday, 12:00 - 4:00 pm; April and May, Wednesday
to Saturday, 12:00 - 4:00 pm. Adults $7, Seniors (65+) $6, Students $5, Under 5 free, Families $18.69.

GALT MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES

502 1st St. S., Lethbridge 1-866-320-3898

Pioneer Records Online. Thursday, July 18th, 7 pm.
Eleanor McMurchy from the Lethbridge & District Genealogy Society will show how to use government records such as census
and homestead files to research pioneer ancestors.
Both databases are found online and provide an excellent addition to local archival resources.
The Museum is open all year round. Monday to Saturday 10:00 am to 4:30 pm, Sundays and Holidays 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Adults $5, Seniors (65+) $4, Youth (7-17) $3, Under 7 free, Families $12.

REMINGTON CARRIAGE MUSEUM

623 Main St. Cardston. 403-653-5139

The Museum has the largest collection of horse-drawn vehicles in North America with over 240 carriages, wagons and
sleighs. The 63,000 square foot facility features video displays, a fire hall, a carriage factory, a restoration shop, a working
stable, carriage rides, carriage rentals, a restaurant and a gift shop. There are free guided tours. Group tours and educational tours are offered. Open daily 9 am—4 pm. Contact: info@remingtoncarriagemuseum.com. Admission: Adults $10, Seniors (65+) $8, Youth (7-17) $5, Under 7 free, Families $22.
WORLD MINI CHUCKWAGON CHAMPIONSHIPS
Friday, August 16th and Saturday, August 17th.

BAR-U RANCH

13 km south of Longview on Hwy 22. 1/2 km west on Hwy 540. 403-395-2212
Nestled between the rolling Porcupine Hills and the towering Rocky Mountains, surrounded by the prairie landscape and
shaped by Chinook winds, the Bar U Ranch National Historic Site is one of the first and most enduring large corporate
ranches of the West. Steeped in history, the Bar U commemorates the history and importance of the ranching industry in
Canada.
Admission: Adults (17and over) $7.80; Youth (6-16) $3.90; Seniors (65+) $6.55; Children (under 6) Free; Family (2 parents
and their children under 16) $19.00.

WRITING-ON-STONE

May 17th - Oct. 13th.
Rock art tours. Writing-on-Stone / Áísínai'pi is a sacred landscape. The spectacular Milk River valley contains the largest
concentration of First Nation petroglyphs (rock carvings) and pictographs (rock paintings) on the great plains of North
America.

ALBERTA CULTURE DAYS

September 27th—29th.
Venues throughout the Crowsnest Pass will be holding cultural events, displays and presentations in celebration of Alberta
Culture Days. Keep these days free in order to participate.

Feature article
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A Hundred Million, Billion, Trillion Barrels of Water
By

Ian McKenzie
Damage from the recent floods throughout Alberta makes us remember the Pass floods from years gone by. The first flood to affect
a populated area occurred in 1902, but as most Pass towns had yet to be established only Blairmore and Frank could have been
affected. According to a June 4, 1908 edition of the Frank Paper, “the year 1902 [was] when the worst rains in the history of the
district were experienced”. The event was probably covered in contemporary issues of the Frank Sentinel, but unfortunately almost
no copies of that newspaper survive.
The next big flood event was in 1908 and primarily involved Gold Creek. By this time Frank covered the same area as the present
community and industrial park do now. According to the June 4, 1908 edition of the Frank Paper,
Something like a hundred million, billion, trillion, and then some, barrels of water fell from the skies… the rains started Friday night and a continuous downpour followed in which there was not a break of more than a few minutes up
to Tuesday morning... a most phenomenal rise set in around noon and early in the afternoon Gold Creek was out of
its banks up the gulch and was rapidly flooding the residences along the west bank.

Coleman and Blairmore on the Old Man were
not affected by the flood to any great extent, but
Lille, on Gold Creek felt the effects… the worst
damage was at No 1 camp where the West Canadian company had quite a stretch of railroad
washed out and four bridges badly damaged…
at Bellevue the railroad yards of the West Canadian company were covered with a foot of water… At Hillcrest, Drumm Creek was aflood,
causing considerable annoyance…
In the great flood of 1923, a nine-year-old boy was swept away
and drowned. The June 7, 1923 edition of the Blairmore Enterprise states

Nez Perce Creek behind present museum Coleman 1923 flood. Crowsnest Museum photo.

All through the Crow’s Nest Pass, from Fernie to Pincher, great damage was wrought. Besides the washing away
of railway tracks and bridges, houses have been bereft of their foundations, gardens swept of their roots, and damage beyond estimation done to contents of basements. The greatest damage was done in West Coleman and Central Blairmore, where some buildings were completely swept from their foundations and twisted beyond repair. The
new cement bridge built last year in East Coleman met a fate similar to that of the Lyon Creek Victoria [main street]
bridge at Blairmore and the structure lies a complete ruin partially embedded in loose rocks and logs. The [railway]
spur bridge at Hillcrest lost several piers. The spur bridges at Blairmore were considerably damaged through dynamite used to free the structures from logs and stumps. The main auto road both east and west of Blairmore was
undermined in sections so as to be almost impassable.
Afterwards, the mayor of Blairmore wrote to the province for financial assistance, saying
Lyon Creek… has broken its bounds, banks and cribbing in sections have been entirely washed away, and as a result the stream is changing its course and making new channels and in the event of any new freshets, the water will
be beyond control. The Crow’s Nest River is also in the same serious and menacing condition… there has been
very serious losses incurred, caused by flood water, damage and destruction to public highways, streets, industrial
and private properties…
Particularly hard hit was Bellevue’s riverside shantytown of Il Bosc, but that merited no mention in the local papers.
Another great flood occurred in 1942, reported in the Blairmore Enterprise on May 15:

People of Pass towns are emerging from the
worst flood in its history. A deluge of rains that
continued from Saturday to Wednesday brought
stream s up to overflow their banks. Lyon
Creek was the main threat to Blairmore, its mad
torrents covering most of the eastern and southern sections of the town. Main street bridge
failed to withstand the pressure and collapsed
Tuesday. Shortly afterwards the State Street
[present 21 Avenue] bridge over Lyon Creek
became impassable as the waters made inroads around the east approach. Just before
the main street bridge collapsed, the town service truck smashed through the undermined

Coleman rafting in Italian Town during 1942 flood. Crowsnest Museum photo.

street near it, landing nose up, where it still stands. About one hundred families were driven from their homes in
East Blairmore. Some were given shelter by friends on higher levels, while others were housed at the Cosmopolitan
hotel, Union hall and other places. Many homes and other buildings were moved off their foundations and all suffered furniture damages. Garages were swept away with cars in them, but did not move far. Telephone, light and
telegraph poles were carried away.

At Coleman a similar
condition prevailed, with
some houses moved
from their foundations.
Nez Perzie [sic], Star and
McGillivray creeks were
in flood. Hillcrest also
suffered when the Hillcrest creek went on the
rampage, threatening the
entire town. At Frank
Gold creek came down
with great fury, threatening the traffic bridge near
the depot, as well as the
Lyon Creek in flood 1942 Blairmore. Crowsnest Museum photo.

CPR tracks, water tank and station. The
highway between Blairmore and Frank
became seriously inundated and at one
point near the McVey bridge was almost
impassable. At Frank and Coleman
boats were used to rescue some families
from their homes that were surrounded
by water to a depth from four to ten feet.

Water levels receding from Lyon Creek Blairmore 1942 flood. Crowsnest Museum photo.

There were other smaller flood events that primarily affected low-lying neighborhoods such as Coleman’s Bushtown, but the next
big event was the flood of 1995. Bridges, roads and railways were washed out, and the local hospital was evacuated as a precaution.

Ian McKenzie is a writer and historian living in the Crowsnest Pass.
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Museum of the Highwood
The Museum of the Highwood collection sustained extensive damage during the recent flood in High River.
However, the main floor of the museum and the photographic collection, research files, archival materials
and exhibits sustained minimal damage. The basement was flooded, so the mechanical systems will have
to be replaced and the building cleaned. At this time museum personnel are removing the collection from its
damaged off-site storage facility. Artifacts and archival materials that can be restored are being cleaned and
packed for treatment.
Ironically, one of the first artifacts that was recovered from the sludge and muck was Calgary Stampede
founder Guy Weadick’s hat. This was found on the first day of the 2013 Calgary Stampede!

100 years ago 1913

Highwood Museum photo
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4 July: Notice: The Town of Blairmore are open to negotiate for The Electric Lighting of The Town. Address enquiries to The Secretary-Treasurer Blairmore,
Alberta. Blairmore Enterprise 4 July 1913.



4 July: Strawberries are plentiful around Blairmore, and several picking parties were organized the early part of the week. Blairmore Enterprise 4 July 1913.



10 July: Death Valley, California hit 134° F (56.7° C), which is the highest temperature recorded in the United States of America.



25 July: Vaccination for Typhoid: Claims Are Made For the Preventative Treatment. The individual is then practically immune against typhoid fever for at least
three to five years and probably for life, but this last remains to be determined because most of the innoculations so made are not yet older than three to five
years. Blairmore Enterprise 25 July 1913.



27 July: In an action that made headlines around the world, Dr. Rosalie M. Ladova, a prominent Chicago physician, made an unsuccessful attempt to challenge the American social mores of the time, when she discarded the "bathing skirt" that female swimmers were required to wear in addition to the bloomers
that covered their legs. Police arrested Dr. Ladova at the beach at Jackson Park on Lake Michigan and charged her with obscenity. The "skin-tight" bathing
suit had long been accepted in Britain for both men and women. After Dr. Ladova's daring experiment, almost eight years would pass before the taboo was
discarded in the United States.
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If you wish to receive copies of this monthly e-newsletter or wish to comment upon something you have read in this publication, please contact cnheritage@shaw.ca.
If you wish to stop receiving copies of this e-newsletter, please send a message to cnheritage@shaw.ca asking to unsubscribe. Copies of this newsletter and archived
issues can be viewed at http://www.crowsnestheritage.ca/?p=351
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